CHRIST'S CREDENTIAL'S.	49
The trait in Christ which filled his whole mind was his
condescension. The charm of that condescension lay in
its being voluntary. The cross of Christ, of which Paul
so often speaks as the only thing he found worth glorying
in, as that in comparison with which everything in the
world was as dung, was the voluntary submission to death
of one who had the power to escape death ; this he says
in express words. And what Paul constantly repeats in
impassioned language, the other apostles echo. Christ's
voluntary surrender of power is their favourite subject,
the humiliation implied in his whole life and crowned by
his death, This sacrifice, which they regard as made for
the mi demands in their opinion to be requited by an
absolute devotion on their part to Christ, Peyond con-
troversy such was their feeling, and this feeling was the
ground of that obedience to Christ and acceptance of his
legislation which made the success of his scheme. If we
suppose that Christ really performed no miracles, and
that those which are attributed to him were the product
of self-deception mixed in some proportion or other with
imposture, then no doubt the faith of St. Paul and St.
John was an empty chimera, <a mere misconception; but
it is none the less tme that those apparent miracles were
essential to Christ's success, and that had he not pre-
tended to perform them, the Christian Church would
never have been founded, and the name of Jesus of
Nazareth would be known at this day only to the curious
in Jewish antiquities.
We have represented Christ's abstinence from the use
of his supernatural power as a device by which he
avoided certain inconveniences which would have arisen
from the free use of it. It is true that had he not
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